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Home, sweet home
Brent Wilson, 377th Civil
Engineer Division director,
talks to local media about
one of the largest housing
privatization projects in
Air Force history.  The
project was announced at
a news conference with
U.S. Rep. Heather Wilson,
Col. Kathleen Close, 377th
Air Base Wing commander,
and Brent Wilson. Hunt
Corporation of El  Paso,
Texas, was selected for the
housing project that will
demolish 1,572 aging
homes and build 868 new
homes with a variety of
amenities. Demolition of
existing homes is slated
for May 1.  For details
about upcoming leasing-
signing for residents inter-
ested in living in the new
housing, see page 14.

BY JIM GARAMONE
American Forces Press Service

President Bush delivered an ultimatum that Saddam Hussein
and his sons leave Iraq by 6pm Wednesday night.

“Their refusal to do so will result in military conflict com-
menced at a time of our choosing,” the president said in his ad-
dress to the nation March 17th from the White House.

“It is too late for Saddam Hussein to remain in power,” Bush
said. “It is not too late for the Iraqi military to act with honor and
protect your country by permitting the peaceful entry of coali-
tion forces to eliminate weapons of mass destruction.”

Bush’s speech was broadcast via Commando Solo aircraft to
the Iraqi people. He spoke directly to the Iraqi military, saying
coalition forces will give Iraqi military units clear instructions
on actions they can take to avoid being attacked and destroyed.

“I urge every member of the Iraqi military and intelligence
services, if war comes, do not fight for a dying regime that is not
worth your own life.”

Bush told the Iraqis their day of liberation is approaching:
“The tyrant will soon be gone.” He said the coalition will ensure
food and medical aid will continue.

President Bu sh traced the history of the confrontation with
Iraq. He said Saddam Hussein agreed to disarm his weapons of
mass destruction at the end of the Gulf War in 1991. For 12 years,
the United Nations has sent inspectors into Iraq to verify the dis-
armament. The inspectors met a brick wall. Bush said no country
doubts that Iraq maintains a weapons of mass destruction stock-
pile.

But Iraq’s aid to terrorist organizations, including al Qaeda,
is the real danger, the president said.

“The danger is clear: Using chemical, biological, or one day
nuclear weapons, obtained with the help of Iraq, the terrorists
could fulfill their stated ambitions and kill thousands or hundreds
of thousands of innocent people in our country or any other,” Bush
said.

“The United States and other nations did nothing to deserve
or invite this threat, but we will do everything to defeat it,” he
continued. “Instead of drifting along toward tragedy, we will set

a course toward safety.”
Before the danger appears in America’s skies, the United States

will confront it, the president said. “The United States of America
has the sovereign authority to use force in assuring its own national
security,” he said. “That duty falls to me as commander in chief by
the oath I have sworn, by the oath I will keep.”

U.N. Security Council resolutions 678 and 687, passed in 1991,
give the United States the authority to act, Bush said. In addition,
U.N. Security Council resolution 1441 promised “serious conse-
quences” if Iraq did not fully and immediately disarm.

“Today no nation can possibly claim that Iraq has disarmed,”
Bush said. “And it will not disarm as long as Saddam Hussein holds
power.”

Should Saddam Hussein choose not to leave Iraq, the U.S. mili-
tary will use every measure needed to win a war. “Americans un-
derstand the costs of conflict because we have paid them in the
past,” the president said. “War has no certainty except the certainty
of sacrifice.”

The president said in his attempt to remain in power, Hussein
and terrorist groups may attempt to conduct terrorist operations
against the American people and allies.

“These attacks are not inevitable,” he said. “They are, however,
possible.” But, he added, the terrorist threat to America and the
world will be diminished the moment Saddam Hussein is disarmed.

Shortly after the president’s address, the Department of Home-
land Security raised the threat level to “Orange.” Officials there
noted that American authorities have expelled people with ties to
Iraqi intelligence.

The president has also directed additional security at airports
and increased Coast Guard patrols of major seaports.

“In the 20th century, some chose to appease murderous dicta-
tors whose threats were allowed to grow into genocide and global
war,” the president said. “In this century, when evil men plot chemi-
cal, biological and nuclear terror, a policy of appeasement could
bring destruction of a kind never before seen on this earth.

“Terrorists and terror states do not reveal these threats with
fair notice in formal declarations. And responding to such enemies
only after they have struck first is not self-defense, it is suicide.
The security of the world requires disarming Saddam Hussein now.”
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